Original Oratory
Note-Taking Guide

Original oratory is typically abbreviated as 

. It is a speech written entirely by the 

, then delivered from 


. Though 

 and support from outside 


 should be used, the 

  stated in the speech should belong exclusively to the competitor. This is why the event is called 


oratory. The student 


, 


 and then
 


a 


 speech arising from his/her personal 



, 


, or a source of irritation about some 

         . Topics may be about any appropriate subject. Although many orations deal with a current 


 and propose a 


, this is not the only acceptable form of oratory. The oration may simply alert the 


 to a threatening danger, strengthen its devotion to an accepted 

, or eulogize a person. Visual aids are not permitted. Since orations may be 


 and 



carefully planned and practiced, a great deal of importance is placed on the 


 of delivery used by an orator. 

In National Forensic League contests, as well as almost all other contests, the maximum time for an oration is 

 minutes. Though often no 

  time is designated, 

 minutes is the most common minimum. Even if a particular tournament allows shorter speeches, it is a good idea to try to prepare a speech that is at least eight minutes in length. It is very difficult to fully 

, explain, and 

 a thesis in less time. There is absolutely no reason an oratory should not be within the assigned time limits. Since an 

 is completely prepared ahead of time, a failure to fit within either a 


 or a 


 time demonstrates nothing but a lack of 



. 

A typed copy of your oration is usually required. It’s a good idea to have such a copy of your speech ready. Be sure that you 


 your script whenever you make
 


, clearly identify 


, and type both your name and the name of your 


 on the script.

Why oratory? Oratory allows you to speak on a 

 which interests and concerns you. Oratory is the only event in forensic competition which allows you to choose the subject on which you speak and then discuss that issue in any way you see fit. Debate and extemporaneous speaking assign 

 to speakers, congress dictates the manner in which an issue must be addressed, and interpretation events require students to perform works written by others. Since you can speak on any issue that you choose, oratory competition can serve as your own “


” for expressing your ideas. Oratory allows you to carefully 

 and 


 your presentation. Because original orations are written, 

    , memorized, and practiced ahead of competition, very little is left to chance at a tournament. The urgent time pressures placed upon competitors in debate and extemp do not exist in oratory, which can ease 



 for students. This is also a benefit for students who enjoy the 

 of writing and revision and want to be sure their language choices are correct and powerful. The process of preparing an oration allows you to practice all steps in speech 



. You need to find a 


, research, write, revise, plan and 


 delivery, and perform in front of an audience. Oratory provides training and experience that will help you compete in other 

 events. Research skills learned in oratory can be applied to debate, writing and 



 skills to extemp, and performance skills to
 



 of literature. 

Topic selection: Topic selection is critical in original oratory. The 

is the basis of the entire speech. Your ability to be 


, 


, humorous, intelligent, well-researched, and powerful are all dependent upon your choice of topic. Choose a topic that is 



 to you. In order for your speech to have meaning for the 


, it has to first have 


 for you. Choose a topic that is suitable for competition. Persuasive and/or 


 topics are usually the most successful, as they require a response from the audience. Be sure that the topic you select is socially significant, timely, can be adequately discussed in 

 minutes, and is not a topic that will 


 and individual or group. Choose a topic that relates to everyone. Successful topics are typically more general than specific. You will be speaking to a diverse group of people. Topics that are too 

 in range cannot possibly involve and interest all different types of people. No matter what 

 you choose as your topic, it is your responsibility to show the audience how it directly 

 to them, how they can 

 from your speech, or what they can do to help solve the 


 you describe in your presentation. Choose a topic that is 


. Stay away from the topics that are used over and over again at tournaments. Find a topic that is 

 and innovative and will excite an audience. This does not mean that the 

, or main idea, of your speech has to be something that no one has ever heard before. However, it does mean that you need to find an original 

 to your thesis. Don’t be too 


. Yes, it is best to choose a 

 that forces you to 

 your audience to a certain belief, attitude or action. To find a topic, keep an open mind at all times. You never know when you might come across an idea for a great oratory topic or when inspiration will hit. It is a good idea to keep a 

 of topic ideas so that you will not forget a great idea. 
Research: While it is possible to write an oratory without 

, it is almost impossible to write a good oratory, and even more difficult to write a 


 oratory, without research. Research serves two primary purposes in the process. First, by finding, reading, and analyzing information on your subject, you become an expert, and consequently better able to speak, on that issue. Secondly, the 

 you find can be used for 

 in your speech. You will have much greater 


 with your audience if you can show that your ideas are supported by the 

 in the field you are discussing and that you have “done your homework” by studying and researching the 

. To evaluate evidence, ask yourself the following:

· Is the material 


 to my oration?

· Is the information 


?

· Does the information come from a 

 source who is an expert in this subject?

· Is the material fairly stated?

· Are the examples given typical and is the information broad enough in scope to present an 


 picture of the issue?

· Is the material interesting and vivid?

Persuasion:


Three components:




 - Logical appeal (statistics, sources, reasoning)




 - Emotional appeal (emotional response of audience, humor)




 - Credibility of speaker (audience perception, expertise, 

   professional demeanor, utilizing evidence, relating to audience)

Organization: 


Motivated Sequence format- draw attention to problem, show significance of problem, what can be done to solve problem, and what audience can do to bring about solution

Monroe’s Motivated Sequence: 



1. Attention


2. Need


3. Satisfaction


4. Visualization



5. Action

Introduction:



First 10-15 seconds = attention-getter (story, anecdote, humor, quotation, startling statistic, etc.) Should be 


 and original



State 


 of speech



Include 


, or preview, of main points


Body: 



Typically 

main points



Transition between main points


Conclusion:



Restate 




Summarize 

 




Leave audience thinking about speech
Using support throughout speech: Vivid 


, such as anecdotes; statistics; quotations; definitions; examples; analogies

Delivery: Remember- posture; gestures; facial expressions; movement; vocal techniques- volume, rate, inflection, pause, clarity; eye contact




Tips from Winning Teams’ Coaches:

Key steps that make a difference: Topic selection, the first 45 seconds, and structure and 

resources.

Non-winning topics: Informative topics (like Parkinson’s disease), oratory about oratory 

or speech tournaments, last year’s winning speeches, “…And that child was me,” my coach is so stupid, etc.

Topic selection: Find something in your heart that you are truly passionate about. Write 

1200 words about it. Don’t wait for the magic; just write. We can revise it later. Make sure to explain how you would go about making the world different or better.

Three easy tests for topics: Universal in nature (Greeks & Romans), value-oriented, and 

American way of life.

Book stores and libraries can help: psychology, sociology, women’s and men’s issues, 

relationships, self help/ advice, American culture, and best sellers.

Books- choose titles that are different and creative to work as sources in your speech.

What does it look like?


A debate case? Problem/ harms, impact, plan, solvency


Plot diagram? Exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, resolution


Infomercial? Harms- you need to do something, solution, visualization 

Steps: entertaining introduction, harms, new perspective/ solution, improvement/ 

visualization, strong conclusion

The first 45 seconds: If you don’t get them here, you will never get them back. 


Write after the rest of the speech is complete.


Know what you are introducing.

Harms: Nature of problem/ explanation, individual effects (include credibility), social 

effects, national/ lifelong impacts

Should build urgency: Individual (how they’re guilty), larger groups- more people make 

same mistake, national/ terminal impact, cast the net wider and wider (larger portion of society)

Culture 80% rule- Pop culture references should serve a purpose and meet 80% of 

audiences. Target different demographic groups throughout the presentation. 

TFA Rules:

1. The contestant may not use an oration which he/she used in any TFA contest prior to the current school year. The same oration shall be used for the duration of the tournament. Violation of this rule shall result in disqualification from the tournament. 

2. Any appropriate subject may be used, but the orator must be truthful. Any nonfactual reference, especially a personal one, must be so identified. Violation shall result in ranking down the round in the round in which the violation occurred. 

3. Not more than 150 words of the oration may be direct quotation from any other speech or writing, and such quotations shall be identified in the written copy of the speech. Extensive paraphrasing of any source is prohibited. Violation shall result in disqualification from the tournament.

4. A written copy of the oration must be available to the tournament director upon request. Violation shall result in ranking down in the round in which the violation occurred.

5. Time limit shall be ten minutes maximum with a thirty second grace. Violation shall result in being ranked last in the round by the tab room when visible time signals have been given by the judge or by the authorized timekeepers.

6. Violation of rules 2 and 4 shall result in ranking down in the round in which the violation occurred. Violation of rules 1 and 3 shall result in disqualification from the tournament. Violation of rule 5 shall result in being ranked last in the round by the tab room when visible time signals have been given by the judge or by the authorized timekeepers.
