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Sentence Strip Impromptu Speeches
By Amy Tilton Jones

Del Mar College

1. Obtain some sentence strips (you can also use note cards or slips of paper)  Use 25 or enough to make a class set.

2. Write a phrase or sentence for the student to complete on the strip.  The idea is to present the student with a thought-provoking phrase for them to complete as the topic for their impromptu speech.  Here are some examples of phrases/ questions to use:

My mom is the best because…..

If I were a vegetable I would be..

If I could write a letter to a younger me, I would say….

If I were Miss/ Ms./ Mr. America, I would….

If I were an ice cream flavor, I would be…

If I could live one day over it would be…
All I want for Christmas….

If I had a super power it would be….

My favorite cartoon character is…

My favorite food is…

If I were a color I would be…….

3. Roll up the strips and secure with a rubber band.  This is why the sentence strips are the best—you can completely hide the topic until the student selects their strip.

4. Have student select strip and answer the prompt.  I store my sentence strips in a basket.  Re-roll the strip after it is used but don’t put it back in the basket until the whole class has spoken.  This means all students will have a different topic.
5. You can also have students deliver their impromptu speeches to small groups.

6. The key to this activity is to debrief.  The purpose of the “off the wall” prompts is to get your students thinking and responding quickly.  You can also do several rounds of these speeches, or do them at the beginning and end of the semester to gauge improvement.
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