[image: image1.png]



Impromptu Speeches:
It’s in the Bag!

This speech is another in my series of presenting students with a fairly odd topic that they must then give an impromptu speech on.  This is one of their favorites!

1. Get a bag (gift, tote, duffel) just something that will conceal the contents.

2. Load bag with random items.  I take stuff off the shelves in my office and out of my desk drawers.  I use items like: a stuffed hippo, a santa ornament, a shoe ornament, items from my bobble head collection, sticky pad, magnets with quotes on them, my “I love speech” eraser, items from my extensive Texas A&M collection, blingy pens and pencils, and unusual visual aid examples (jaw model, etc.).  Make sure you have at least 25 items, or enough to have a full class set.  Keep the items fairly small so they will all fit in the bag.

3. Have your students go up to the podium one at a time and draw an item from the bag.  They then have to speak about the item they have selected.  Leave selected items out of the bag so every student gets a different item.

4. The key here is to debrief.  This is a fun activity, but the purpose is to learn to speak on an unknown or wacky topic.
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