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One of my favorite Aseop’s fables is the The Crow and the Pitcher:
 
A crow, half-dead with thirst, came upon a Pitcher which had once been full of water; but when the Crow put its beak into the mouth of the pitcher he found that only very little water was left in it, and that he could not reach far enough down to get at it.  He tried, and he tried, but at last had to give up in despair.  Then a thought came to him, and he took a pebble and he dropped it into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped it into the pitcher.  Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher.  Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher.  At last, he saw the water mount up near him, and after casting in a few more pebbles he was able to quench his thirst and save his life.
 
The moral of the story:
Little by little does the trick.
 

In other words, the answers to our troubles may not always come immediately, or instantaneously.  We may have to take many steps before we finally reach the resolution.  A culture based on fast-food restaurants, cell phones and 24 hour photo processing, will find it difficult to accept this “incrementalism” or “gradualism.”  Just ask FEMA.  Nevertheless for many of our problems, the solution will only come “little by little.” Such is the case in Iraq – “little by little” we are making progress in Iraq and eventually we will be able to say we won the war in Iraq.

 

This is a significant war, a war we must win.  Air Force General Richard Myers said, “Winning the war in Iraq is as important to the United States as winning World War II was 60 years ago.  The outcome and consequences of defeat are greater than World War II.  If terrorism wins in Iraq, the next 9/11 is right around the corner."

 

Therefore it is imperative to ask the question: Is the US winning the War in Iraq?  Unconditionally, I must say yes.  Step by step, the United States is winning the war in Iraq.  The key to winning the war in Iraq is achieving stability and establishing democracy in Iraq.
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First Point: Stability
 

First, little by little stability is being achieved in Iraq.  To achieve stability in Iraq, the insurgency must be minimized and Iraq has to establish an effective Iraqi army.

 

A.  Insurgency
 

On September 29, The Washington Post reported, “President Bush warned yesterday that the bloodshed and violence by Iraqi extremists will escalate as the country moves into the last phase of its transition over the next three months…”

 

The surge in insurgency activity is not an indication that we are losing the war, but rather is a last ditch effort by the terrorists to cause civil unrest in the final stages of transition in Iraq.

 

According to Times Online, September 13, “we know…Abu Musab al-Zarqawi remains a very potent force.  He has many volunteers for suicide missions.  He is being supplied with men and probably money via Syria. (and) He is also the main insurgent force in western Baghdad.  Aside from his group there are three or four other main insurgent organizations, including former members of the Baathist regime and other Islamic militants.”

 

However, Air Force Captain Patrick Horn argued, “The insurgency is waning. This movement was never well organized and the ones who remain at odds with each other are losing the critical support of the populace.”

 

For example, the killing of al Qaeda's second-in-command in Iraq, Abdullah Abu Azzam, was as another little step in the Iraqi war.  President George W. Bush maintains the killing of Abu Azzam is a sign that the U.S. strategy in Iraq is defeating the insurgency.

 

The Christian Science Monitor quantified efforts to minimize the Iraqi insurgency on September 28, “According to American military officials, the US has either made key arrests or developed informants who have led to a cascade of actionable intelligence over the past month. Since the middle of August, the US has reported killing or capturing at least 16 members of Al Qaeda in Iraq, led by the Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.”

 

Colonel Stephen Davis contended little by little the insurgency is being minimized, "We are dismantling the network.  We are taking out the leaders, the facilitators, the financiers, the operational guys, and the foot solders." 

 

    If expediency is the goal we should remember George Orwell's wise words, “The quickest way of ending a war is to lose it.” 
 
    Therefore, Iraq is on the right  path to stability because the insurgency is little by little being minimized.  The next crucial step will be to establish an effective Iraq army.

 

B.  Iraqi Army
 

    Reuters reported on September 28, “Iraqi forces are taking an increasing role in security operations and holding control of cities where military operations have flushed out insurgents.”

 

    To date, Iraq has a standing army over 190,000.  Seventy-five percent of Iraqi’s army is capable of engaging in combat, with U.S. troops providing support. More than 30 battalions are capable of taking the lead in an offensive. One battalion can operate entirely on its own.

 

    On September 19, Guardian Unlimited confirmed this, “The Bush administration and the Iraqi government claim to be making major strides in fielding a capable Iraqi army, a force said to be nearing 200,000 strong. The plan calls for the Iraqi force to increasingly take over control of the country from the 140,000 U.S. forces now leading the fight against a Sunni-dominated insurgency.”

 

    General George Casey, the senior U.S. commander in Iraq, argued little by little will do the trick.  General Casey said, “We say we make progress relentlessly in little steps a day at a time. And we just keep taking little steps.  And every once in a while, you get to see what happens when all those little steps yield something.''

 

    Given the minimization of the insurgency and establishment of an effective Iraqi army, stability is being achieved in Iraq and a pebble has therefore been placed in the pitcher.
 

Second Point: Democracy
 

    A second crucial element to winning the war in Iraq is to establish democracy.  A successful democracy requires Iraq to establish a workable constitution and hold fair elections.

 

A.  Constitution
 

    US Ambassador Peter W. Galbraith, who participated in many of the discussions surrounding the writing of the Iraqi Constitution, wrote in his book Last Chance for Iraq, “…the constitution might bring stability to Iraq, a country now on the edge of full-scale civil war….The constitution provides a basis for resolving Iraq's most contentious issues: oil, territory, and the competition to be the dominant power in Baghdad…The constitution has many flaws, but it provides a peace plan that might work, and it is therefore the most positive political development in Iraq since the fall of Saddam Hussein from power.”

 

            The Iraqi constitution is gaining support and will be the key factor to preventing the country from falling into a civil war.

 

On September 29, Michael Georgy with Reuters argued, “The draft constitution…is central to a U.S. and Iraqi government strategy of drawing Sunnis into politics to defuse a Sunni insurgency and keep the country from sliding towards sectarian civil war.”

 

Both al-Sadr's supporters and members of the Islamic Party now support the draft constitution.

 

Nancy A. Youssef with Knight Ridder Newspapers Sep. 28, 2005 established this, “Opposition to Iraqi constitution is weakening.  The two strongest opponents of Iraq's proposed new constitution said this week that they wouldn't campaign against it aggressively, making it likely that voters will approve the constitution in an October 15 referendum.”

 

Youssef  concluded, “Al-Sadr's and the Islamic Party's positions - coupled with last week's call from associates of Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the country's most powerful Shiite Muslim cleric, to pass the document - virtually assure that the constitution will pass. A word from the widely revered al-Sistani will sway much of the Shiite populace, which makes up 60 percent of Iraqis.”

 

Again little by little, one pebble at a time, we are winning the war in Iraq.  Elections might be the final pebble Iraq needs to quench the thirst for democracy.

 

 B.  Elections
 

Iraq's January 30 elections were very successful.  More than 8.5 million Iraqis participated in the elections despite threats of violence and terrorist attacks. Voter turnout was slightly above 58 percent. 

 

President Bush said after the January vote, “It's inspiring to see a fledgling democracy begin to take wing right here in the 21st century in a part of the world where people didn't think there could be progress.  I think there can be progress, and we'll continue to work for that progress."

 

Next month's constitutional referendum in Iraq will be another pebble needed to claim victory in Iraq.

 

On September 29, Alisha Ryu with Voice of America reported, “…more than 80 percent of Iraqis plan to vote in the October 15 referendum on the country's draft constitution.”

 

The Sunni vote will be crucial. The best hope may be that Sunni participate in elections because many Sunni oppose the constitution.  It should be noted broadening Sunnis participation in a legitimate political process will seriously undercut the insurgency.

 

The New York Times reported, “American political and military officials say a large Sunni vote will be a sign that democracy is taking hold in Iraq.  Still, the United States is working hard to be sure that the Sunni opponents will not prevail. (Zalmay Khalilzad, the United States ambassador to Iraq is meeting with Sunni Arab leaders almost every day, trying to persuade them to vote yes.)”

 

A final note on elections in Iraq, on December 15, Iraq will hold national elections to choose a new Iraqi national government. 

 

A democracy does not form overnight – little by little does the trick.  Iraq is on the path to democracy because a workable constitution is being developed and fair elections are being held in Iraq.

 

 

Conclusion

 

 
 

 
 
            In the final analysis, we are winning the war in Iraq.  Stability is being achieved and democracy is being established.

 

President Bush said during his weekly radio address on October 2, defeating terrorists in Iraq "will require more time and more sacrifice." He also argued we have “made important gains in recent weeks and months.” The president concluded U. S. military leaders and troops in Iraq "are helping us to bring victory in the war on terror.”

 

I agree with the President, victory in Iraq will come.  I also agree with the President that the Iraqi war is a pebble, perhaps a rock, possibly a boulder, in the global war on terror.  For that reason it is a war we must win and I believe we are winning little by little.  
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