Extemporaneous Speaking
Extemp involves little 

 for preparation. Competitors select one of three


 concerning 


 events and have 

 minutes to consult research sources and write a 


 that is no more than 


 minutes long. There is no 


 time; however, speeches under 

 minutes long aren’t typically adequately 


. 



 deal with current events and are stated as 


. The first 



 in a 


 draws 


 minutes before the beginning of the round and the other speakers draw at 


 minute intervals so that all competitors have an 


 amount of preparation time. 

It is extremely important that the extemp 

is well 


. 

 your fair share of materials, replace any materials you use as soon as you are finished with them, and keep all 

 organized and in the proper 


. The three most common 


 in extemp files are 


, 




, and 


. Additional helpful materials include a 




, 


, and book of 


. 
Materials: pencils/pens, highlighter, 


 pad, 


, extemp files 
in tub, 



 cards
Two divisions- 


 &  




Preparation:
1. Choose 


2. Analyze the 


3. Consult the extemp 


4. Create 


 of speech

5. Memorize

6. Practice 



Speech organization:


I. Introduction



A. Attention-getter (Analogy, quotation, anecdote, startling fact)


B. State question and provide 




C. Preview main points


II. Point A



A. Transition statement to introduce point



B. State point



C. Explain point in detail



D. Provide supporting 




E. Explain how this main point helps answer the topic question


III. Point B



Repeat A-E


IV. Point C



Repeat A-E


V. Conclusion



A. 


 main points



B. Show how you have directly answered topic question



C. Tie back to 




Sources increase a speaker’s 


. 
Delivery:

1. Try to speak without a 


. 


2. Make 

 contact and use 

. 


3. Taking 

 between main ideas creates a sense of transition.

4. Avoid 


words and phrases.

Practice:


1. Read a 


daily. 


2. 

 a TV news program daily.


3. Read all 


 that you file.

Judges will be looking for 



, 


, answering the 


, and following extemp format. 
TFA Rules:

“The extemporaneous speaking contest is designed to enable the student to speak in an integrated manner on a central idea, organize his/her ideas in a pattern which is meaningful to his/her listeners, and orally communicate his/her ideas effectively. This contest is similar in some respects to impromptu speaking in that the word extemporaneous is used to mean ‘on short notice.’ It differs, however, in that although the extemporaneous speech has not been prepared in advance of the contest day, considerable preparation in terms of gathering, analyzing and organizing information about state, national, and international current events has gone on. A student may prepare for this contest by reading regularly such magazines as Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and World Report.” 

1. There shall be two divisions: United States and Foreign

2. Topics are to be phrased in the form of a question

3. Topics shall be from subjects discussed in standard periodicals of the current school year.

4. Thirty minutes before the contest is to begin, the first speaker shall draw three topics, choose one, and return the others. The other contestants shall draw in like manner, in their speaking order, at seven minute intervals. A contestant drawing a topic on which he/she has spoken previously in the tournament shall return that topic and draw again.

5. After the contestant has chosen a topic, he/she shall withdraw to the preparation area and plan his/her speech without conferring or exchanging information with anyone. No prepared notes or outlines will be allowed in the preparation room. Reference to books, magazines, and a bibliographical file is permitted. Once a contestant has chosen a topic, he/she may neither change from nor alter that topic. No visual aids may be used in the delivery of the speech. 

6. A note card may be used in preliminary rounds of Individual Qualifying Tournaments but is not permitted in any elimination rounds of these tournaments. 

7. Time limit is seven minutes maximum with thirty second grace period. Violation shall result in being ranked last in the round by the tab room when visible time signals have been given by the judge or by the authorized timekeepers.
Other extemp tips:


1. When sharing tub with teammates, never communicate.


2. Have a stopwatch and keep track of your own preparation time. Consider using 10 minutes to write the speech, 10 minutes for memorization, and 10 minutes for practice and getting to your room.


3. Cite at least three sources within the speech, including the date and publication. 


4. Ask for time signals from three minutes down.


5. Keep looking at note card to a minimum; never read off of them. You could even place the card down on a table and only look at it if you really need to. 


6. Stand still for most of the speech, using only natural gestures and transitional walks- pace only when emphasizing a point or moving to another contention. When standing, keep your arms at your sides.


7. Don’t end the speech with “In conclusion…”

Sample topics:
1. What are the causes of instability in the Darfur region of Sudan?
2. What progress has medical science make in its efforts to find a cure for cancer?

3. What has Tony Blair accomplished as the leader of Great Britain?

4. What are the major diplomatic challenges facing Russian President Vladimir Putin?

5. What impact has the federal No Child Left Behind Act had on urban schools?

6. Does Medicare improve the quality of medical treatment available to aging middle class Americans?

7. Have protests effectively impacted U.S. immigration reform legislation?

8. Is overcrowding a major problem for American prisons?

