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This is a great introduction to oral interp for Comm. App. classes or for those times when
you get a bunch of non-competitive, regular people who have never heard of oral interp
and aren’t sure they want to hear of it. This assignment is painless and makes a great
Friday Fun Day.

Step 1 - Find a humorous anecdote (a funny story/joke) in Reader s Digest. The anecdote
should be at least 5 lines long (in the magazine) and should be class appropriate!
Look in the sections labeled: All in a Day’s Work (also called. . .Day’s Work);
Campus Comedy; Humor in Uniform; Laughter, the Best Medicine (also called . .
.Laughter); Life in These United States; and Tales Told Out of School.

Step 2 - Create a manuscript of the anecdote. Put the name of the magazine and the
month & year of publication as a title. Then, copy the anecdote. Double space
the text and do not write on the back. If using a computer, enlarge the size of the

font to make it easier to read.

Step 3 - Mark the script. Using a different color of ink, or a highlighter, underline any
words you want to emphasize. These are the words that the audience must
hear/understand in order to “get” the joke. Then, indicate with slash marks (/)

the places where you should pause. Remember, comedians tell us that in humor,
“timing is everything.”

Step 4 - Write a short introduction to your anecdote. The first sentence makes a general
statement about the topic of your joke. The second sentence links that idea to the
people in your joke and tells where you found the joke.

Examples: Teenagers will go to any lengths to get out of chores around the house.
You’ll see what I mean when you hear what the guy in my story does. I found my joke in
the March 1998 issue of Reader’s Digest.

Sometimes words can have double meanings. The man in my joke, from the December
1997 issue of Reader’s Digest, finds himself in a lot of trouble with his wife because of
this very problem.

Step 5 - MEMORIZE the introduction. Then, practice reading the joke aloud several
times (at least 7 times). Make sure you can pronounce all the words. Try to
sound like you are telling the story rather than just reading it. Know it well
enough that you can look up and make eye contact with the audience at least half
the time. Don’t read too fast. Make sure you’re loud enough that everyone can
hear you. PROJECT. And of course, emphasize the humor (the punch line).

Step 6 - Be ready to read your anecdote to the class when you come back tomorrow!

Contributed by Patty Brant, Franklin Middle School, Abilene, Texas
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