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BEFORE YOU BEGIN:
Are you doing more than one poem? If so, do the OTHER SIDE of this paper!!!
Prose or one poem--- stay on this side!

Oral interp introductions are not quite as formal or formularized as public speaking
intros. Your main goal is to give enough information that
e The audience wants to hear your selection
e The audience can understand your selection
e The audience is prepared for both the mood and plot of your selection
e The audience knows your title and author. '

YOU MAY NOT START BY SAYING
“I’M GOING TOREAD ...”
“MY POEM IS ABOUT...”
“THIS STORY IS ABOUT...”

Step 1: Start with an attention getting device. 1 to 3 sentences
Question, definition, summary of story before you begin reading, description of
characters, quotation, startling facts, humor.

Step 2: Establish mood/audience connection. 1 to 3 sentences

Let us know if this will be suspenseful, silly, exciting, tragic, hopeful, inspiring---
how should we feel in the audience? Give the audience a reason to listen--- is the
character experiencing feelings we do? Is the conflict something we’ve experience
before? Is it an important lesson or moral? Does it give us a new perspective on
something? Is the character in danger or struggling with an interesting conflict?

Step 3: End your introduction by stating the title and the author, either in a complete or
incomplete sentence.

Some examples (only the last one is a “real” selection):

Abraham Lincoln said, “You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people
some of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the time.” Lies and tricks have a way of
catching up to us eventually, as Bobby Jones discovers one day at school. His hilarious excuses begin to
spin out of control and result in a funny but thought-provoking climax. “But I Was Just...” was written by
Susan Smith.

Cancer. It’s a scary word and a scary illness. Most of us have known someone who has suffered or died
from this disease. How do we react to someone we care about when cancer is about to win? Rebecca
Rosales learns what it means to be a true friend in Roberta Rezinbacher’s essay “Just Hold My Hand.”

What were your favorite books when you were growing up? Mine were always fantasy and fairy tales.
The Chronicles of Narnia are a great series of books that combine fantasy with valuable lessons on choices.
In this selection, Edward discovers the dangers of temptation. “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by
C.S. Lewis.
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN:
Are you doing prose or just one poem? If so, do the OTHER SIDE of this paper!!!

Oral interp introductions are not quite as formal or formularized as public speaking intros. Your main goal
is to give enough information that
o The audience wants to hear your poems
e The audience can understand your poems
e The audience is prepared for both the mood and theme of your poems--- what ties them
together?
e The audience knows the title(s) and author(s).

YOU MAY NOT START BY SAYING
“I’'M GOING TO READ ...”
“THESE POEMS ARE ALL ABOUT...”

Step 1: Start with an attention getting device. 1 to 3 sentences
Question, definition, description of characters, quotation, startling facts, humor.
o If your poems are all by the same author, your attention device might be about him/her
e If your poems are all about the same subject or theme, your attention device should be
about that!!!

Step 2: Establish mood/audience connection. 1 to 3 sentences

Let us know if they will be suspenseful, silly, exciting, tragic, hopeful, inspiring--- how should we
feel in the audience? Give the audience a reason to listen-— is the character experiencing feelings we do?
Is the conflict something we’ve experience before? Is it an important lesson or moral? Does it give us a
new perspective on something? Is the character in danger or struggling with an interesting conflict?

Step 3: Before you read the first poem, state the title and the author, either in a complete or incomplete
sentence.

STEP 4: READ FIRST POEM

Step 5: Have a one sentence intro for the next poem that summarizes the poem AND THEN
e Ifall your poems are by the same author say just the title
e Ifall your poems are connected by subject say the title and author

Step 6: READ NEXT POEM
Repeat steps 5 and 6 until you’re out of poems!!

Examples:

Most of us have been in love by now! These poems show the various stages of love, from our first love to
our most true love that lasts forever. My first poem describes a kindergarten boy experiencing puppy love for the girl
next door in “Daisy” by John Brown...... My second poem shows what happens when love goes wrong, as a girl gets
revenge on the guy that dumped her. “Oh, Really??” by Quintessa Quantum. This last poem celebrates the one of the
best known examples of true love. From “Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare.

Little kids have a unique perspective on life. They can find humor and tragedy in everything from homework
to taking out the trash. Jack Prelutzsky has written poems for children that capture these feelings perfectly. My first
poem is “Homework, oh Homework,” by Jack Prelutzsky.... Now let’s hear about a young boy who is tired of his little
brother in “Billy Bob’s Bothering Me.”........ My next poem....

Emily Dickinson lived a reclusive life, all alone, rarely going out of her house, and seldom speaking to people not in her
family. But in her solitude, she wrote poems about things that affect all of us--- love, death, loneliness. This collection of poems
shows that her words and ideas can move past her isolation and speak to our hearts. This first poem shows that...




