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In Item X:  A Resolution to close campus lunches in the Lubbock Independent School District, seeks to limit open campus lunches to seniors only. The controversial issues of student safety, responsibility, legal liability and economic growth are just a few points of concern regarding this resolution.  

I firmly agree with this resolution and think it should be passed for two reasons. First, we owe it to our children to teach them responsibility in age-appropriate contexts. Students between the ages of 14-16 are not licensed to drive, permitted to work full-time, allowed to smoke, marry (in most states), vote, or released to enlist in the military for a very good reason – lack of maturity. This is not stereotyping, ladies and gentlemen, this is biology. The human body – especially the brain – does not complete full development until after the age of 18. As educators in the city of Lubbock we are charged with teaching our students responsibility in a responsible manner. 

The second reason I support legislation is made clear by the Demographic Overview published the Texas Department of Health and Human Services in 2001. According to this document:

1. The numbers of juvenile drug arrests and juvenile weapons arrests in Lubbock increased in the 1990’s and were higher than state averages. 

2. The teen pregnancy rate of 45.9/1000 is higher than the state rate of 35.2. 

3. More than ¼ (25.7) of our regions children are uninsured

4. Incidents of child abuse is 3% higher than the state rate (11/1000 v. 8.3/1000) 

5. And finally, 16% of our children drop out before receiving a diploma. 

In light of these statistics, the only possible conclusion is that releasing 1500 children between the ages of 14-18 for one hour of unsupervised time during the school day is not an issue of opinion, it is negligence. 



In conclusion, the Resolution to close campus lunches in the Lubbock I.S.D., will not only protect our children practically, but allow our community to send the message through lawmaking that we believe our children are worth protecting. 
Student Congress: An Introduction to Persuasive Speaking

Directions: using your packet of legislation, write a 1-page summary for EACH of the items you chose following the instructions below. 

I signed up for items numbered: __________ and __________

First Paragraph: State the title of the legislation, the controversial issue(s) addressed, and what the bill or resolution seeks to do.

Second Paragraph: State why you agree with what the bill seeks to do.  Explain your position and provide one or more pieces of evidence which support your opinion. Evidence can include statistics, expert opinions, personal experience, etc.

Third Paragraph: Summarize your paper. Review what the legislation seeks to do and your reason(s) for supporting it. 
