Writing Your Persuasive Speech

Start with a great attention-getter.  You must make your audience want to listen.  It can be a story that relates to your topic, a statistic that gets the audience’s attention or a memorable quotation.  Humor could be used if it can be effective.

Tell how your attention-getter relates to your topic and then state your thesis.  (Your thesis is the topic worded based on your opinion)

Preview your main points unless you’re using Monroe’s motivated sequence or a preview doesn’t work for your reasoning.  You will still have a preview, but it may not be your major points, but rather a road map telling the audience how you’re going to hold up your arguments.

Introduce your first argument.  Keep it simple and singular.  (Don’t talk about more than one reason at a time.)  Then follow up with support for this argument.  Your support can be facts, statistics, examples, or expert testimony.

Transition into your second argument and repeat the process of stating your arguments and then supporting them.  

Conclude by summarizing your main points and restating your topic.  If possible, refer back to your introduction to tie your speech together.  End with an impact statement or question.  Your audience should either feel more strongly than they already do about the topic or at least make them think about it if they didn’t agree to begin with.

You may choose to outline your speech or write it out as a manuscript.
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