SIGNALS YOU SEND & RECEIVE

The purpose of this assignment is to explore some of the verbal and nonverbal cues that people give off and that others receive and use in formulating assumptions about the knowledge, ability, and personality of another. Examine the list below and write the name of one student to whom you feel each statement applies. Respond to all statements. Try not to use one name more than 4 times. Try to use everyone's name once.

________________________goes to professional theatre at least twice a year

________________________has vacationed outside of the US within the last year

________________________likes to cook

________________________wants lots of children

________________________has been to an opera

________________________watches television for an average of three hours a day

________________________has cried over a movie in the last few months

________________________has many close friends

________________________knows how to garden well

________________________knows a lot about politics

________________________knows how to use tools to build or repair things

________________________knows the function of the different systems in the body

________________________can name all 12 signs of the zodiac

________________________knows what an armoire is

________________________has a car costing over $25,000

________________________is frequently infatuated (in love)

________________________would like, perhaps even secretly, to be a movie star

________________________keeps a diary or journal

________________________is very religious

________________________is a conservative

________________________is a liberal

________________________is going to make a significant contribution to society

________________________is going to be millionaire

________________________loves classical music

________________________wants to be a lawyer

________________________knows a lot about current events

________________________loves to read science fiction novels

________________________understands how Wall Street functions

________________________plays video games every free moment they have 

________________________sings in their church choir

________________________is on the honor roll

________________________wants to be a professional athlete

________________________speaks a different language fluently
________________________loves country music

________________________likes to be the class clown

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ON THE BOTTOM OF YOUR PAGE

1) Why did you select the name you did? Pick five and explain a SPECIFIC verbal or nonverbal cue that led to your conclusion.

2) Was the name you selected for "likes to cook" or "has cried over a movie" a female's name? Why?
3) Was the name you selected for "knows how to use tools to build or repair things" or "wants to be a professional athlete" a male's name? Why?
4) Was the name you selected for "has been to an opera" or " goes to professional theatre at least twice a year" a Caucasian person? Why?
5) How does stereotyping influence our assumptions about people?

6) Did you have a name selected that goes against a stereotype? If yes, explain.

7) Now, pick five of your assumptions and share them with those you named. Out to the side of their name, tell me if your assumption was right or wrong and why.

