Greek Mythology

Mythology is a product of many cultures. These are often glorious stories providing millions of people with a great deal of enjoyment for centuries. The original myths have also been an inspiration to others who, in turn, have produced additional stories, plays, works of art, and films. Today's products and services are advertised in various media using a variety of techniques. One popular method has celebrities, athletes, and people in the news endorse services and products. The theory behind this is that if our heroes and the people we respect say a particular product is good, then we will believe them and buy the product. Your group is to create a humorous advertising campaign using Greek mythology as a foundation.

REQUIREMENTS:

1) Your group must create an ad campaign for a new or existing product. For instance—you may do a NEW campaign for McDonald's or you may create a brand new fast-food restaurant. If you create a new product or service, you must name it. In the course of the ads, you must somehow tell us the benefits of the product, the cost of the product, and why we should buy it. You must use 3 characters from Greek mythology to sell your product. But, you can use as many as you want.

2) You must select your 3 characters from the list below (you may use others as secondary characters):


Achilles—The greatest hero in Homer's Iliad. He was slain by Paris, who wounded him in the right heel which was his only vulnerable place. He fought for personal glory and fame and had no fear of death.


Aphrodite—The goddess of love and beauty. She was attended by Eros and doves. Hephaestus was her husband.


Apollo—The god of music and prophecy, he was also the protector from disease and suffering. He helped to ripen crops and destroy pests and was the god of medicine and light.


Athena—The goddess of wisdom and arts. She was known for her prudence and valor and was the guardian of Athens.


Atlas—A mythical giant who supported the heavens on his shoulders. 


Daedalus—A sculptor, architect, and creator of animated statues. To conceal the Minotaur, Minos had him build a huge palace with countless rooms and passageways from which no one could escape. Daedalus and his son, Icarus, escaped from prison with the wings he made. Icarus flew too close to the sun, causing the wax holding the feathers to his wings to melt. He fell into the sea and drowned.


Demeter—The goddess of grain and sister of Zeus.


Dionysus—The god of wine. He inspired humans with joy.


Helen—The wife of Menelaus, King of Sparta. The most beautiful woman of her time; she was taken to Troy by Paris, thus causing the Trojan War. Often referred to as "the face that launched a thousand ships."


Hephaestus—The god of metalworking. He made thunderbolts for Zeus and armor for Achilles. He was usually portrayed as lame.


Heracles—Famous for his strength; son of Zeus and a mortal; was the only hero to become a full-fledged god upon his demise


Hermes—The messenger of the gods and inventor of the lyre.


Hypnos—The god of sleep.


Medusa—A Gorgon with serpents for hair. If a human gazed at her, he or she would turn to stone.


Midas—King of Phrygia, had the gift to turn everything he touched into gold. Found the gift to be a curse.


Narcissus—A youth that fell in love with his own reflection.


Odysseus—The son of Laertes and the ruler of the island kingdom of Ithaca. He was one of the most prominent Greek leaders in the Trojan War, and was the hero of Homer's Odyssey. He was known for his cleverness and cunning, and for his eloquence as a speaker. Was an original suitor of Helen.


Pan—Shepherd god, son of Hermes, with legs and horns of a goat. (Pan was considered to be the cause of the sudden fear that sometimes comes for no reason, especially in lonely places.

Pandora—The first woman. She opened a box out of curiosity and all the ills of the world escaped.


Pegasus—The winged horse of the Muses. It sprang from Medusa's blood when she was slain.


Perseus—Son of Zeus and Danaë. His grandfather, Acrisius, had been warned by an oracle that his grandson would kill him.


Prometheus—He took fire from heaven and gave it to humans. Zeus punished him by chaining him to  a pillar in the Caucasian mountains where eagles ate his liver every day and it grew back every night.


Sisyphus—Sinner condemned to roll a rock uphill for eternity.


Tantalus—A king allowed to partake of the nectar of the gods. He abused this privilege by stealing the divine beverage to share with his human friends. For this sin he was condemned to the Underworld, where he stood in fresh water that receded whenever he tried to drink and under a tree filled with ripe fruit always just beyond reach.


Theseus—Suppressed crime and brought the natives of Attica together into the first democracy.  He saved the Athenian children from the Minotaur, but his kidnap of the queen of the Amazons brought trouble.
Zeus—The supreme god of the Olympians. He was the father of the heroes Perseus and Heracles.

3) You must incorporate the story of the mythological characters into your presentation. Before you present the ad campaign to us, you must give us the story of the characters in a creative manner. We should understand what they are known for, what they did, adventures they took, people they were related to, etc.—anything that will help us to understand who they were. This should take no more than 7 minutes.

This is to be turned in at the end of your presentation.

4) Your commercial must be 3 to 7 minutes long. You must write out a script and turn it in after the presentation. We must be able to see the product or a demonstration of the service. We must see a logo and hear the slogan incorporated into the commercial. You must sell the product or service to us—give us reasons to buy it! The commercial should be funny! Costumes and props are a MUST. Commercials must be memorized.

5) Your print ad must contain a picture of the product or service. It must also contain the logo and slogan. You must make it colorful and neat. It should sell the product or service to us. It must be a two-page ad like you would find in a magazine.

Names of group members:

______ (30 pts)—story of 3 characters—incorporated into the presentation, accurate, 

detailed, turned in at end of presentation

______(10 pts)—product—choice, details, creativity, explanation

______(10 pts)—slogan and logo—creative, unique, fits product/service well, catchy

______(25 pts)—commercial—visualization of product or service, benefits/reason to 

buy, costumes and props, slogan and logo, meets time limits, memorized, script turned in at end of presentation

______(20 pts)—print ad—visualization of product or service, benefits/reason to buy, 

slogan and logo, colorful, neat

______(5 pts)—cohesion—group works well together, each person does their part, 

EVERYONE is active and speaks during the presentation

TOTAL GRADE ___________

