CAVEMAN

The civilization of early human beings was a slow process. Customs, beliefs, and technology were slow to change. In today's world, where knowledge doubles each decade, it is hard to imagine simple tools not improving for hundreds, perhaps thousands of years. Some ideas, that are common knowledge today, were milestones in human progress. Imagine the first person to conceive the idea of planting seeds to produce crops. This concept, together with the invention of the plow, allowed humans to become food producers instead of food gatherers. The imagination of a few led us to the development of our present civilization. Your group project is to recreate an episode from the prehistoric past. You will create a skit that takes place, at least in part, in a cave-like setting. You will show how something we take for granted now was discovered or invented and was a significant advancement at the time.

1) Make a cave painting or drawing to set the scene and be displayed throughout your performance. You must use symbols to communicate something to us. It should be something relevant to the time and your presentation.

2) Make representations of fire and an early tool or utensil that the cave people might have used. Include the use of these things in your skit.

3) Decide on the invention/discovery you wish to recreate. Write a script for a skit that demonstrates its discovery and use. Indicate in the skit how this made a significant advancement in the lives of early man. EVERY group member MUST participate in the skit. You MUST turn in a copy of the script at the end of the presentation. Props and suggestive costumes ARE A MUST. The skit should be 5-7 minutes long.

NAME OF GROUP MEMBERS __________________________________

____________________________________________________________

_____10 points—choice of invention/discovery—is timely and accurate, is creative

_____20 points—cave drawing/painting—is creative and unique, is representative of the time, can be seen by entire class, is neat

_____20 points—representation/use of fire and tool—is creatively but accurately represented, is used during presentation

_____40 points—skit—creatively shows interpretation of how something was discovered/invented, demonstrates the use and significance of the invention/discovery, every group member participates in skit, script is turned in at end of presentation

_____10 points—meets time requirements—5-7 minutes in length

